

  
    
      
         Toggle navigation
            

        MENU 
        
         SEARCH
        
        [image: Catholic Charities Logo]


[image: Catholic Charities Logo]
 [image: Catholic Charities Logo]


[image: Catholic Charities Logo]
 

      
        	DONATE 
            	DONATE
                NOW
	
	PLANNED 
                GIVING
	
	GIFTS OF STOCK AND MUTUAL FUNDS
	
	CORPORATE AND FOUNDATION GIVING
	
	TRIBUTE AND MEMORIAL GIFTS
	
	MATCHING GIFTS
	
	WISH LIST FOR PEOPLE IN NEED
	
	DONOR ADVISED FUND GIVING
	
	DONOR PRIVACY POLICY
	
	FUNDRAISING DISCLOSURE STATEMENTS
	
	IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER


          
	VOLUNTEER 
            	SIGN UP
	
	GENERAL INFORMATION AND FAQs
	


          
	 ADVOCATE
            	TAKE ACTION NOW
	
	LEGISLATIVE AGENDA
	
	SOCIAL JUSTICE RESOURCES


          
	FIND HELP 


        	WHAT WE DO
	EDUCATION + ADVOCACY
	OUR ORGANIZATION
	 SEARCH


      

    

  

		
		
			
					 
					Rerum Novarum Notable Quotations 

					

			

		

	




	

		

	
	A new life for St. Joe’s campus
	About illness
	Advocate
	All Services
	Best Buy Volunteers turn out for kids
	Catholic Charities Announces Fundraising Milestone for Dorothy Day Center
	Catholic Charities Announces New Board of Directors
	Catholic Charities Announces New Director of Advocacy
	Catholic Charities Announces New Sr. Director of Advocacy &  Govt. Affairs
	Catholic Charities at Elliot Park
	Catholic Charities Distribution Center
	Children’s Day Treatment
	Counting blessings, not problems
	Donate
	Education + Advocacy
	Catholic Social Teaching
		Major Documents
			Rerum Novarum
				Rerum Novarum Notable Quotations



	Quadragesimo Anno
	Mater et Magistra
	Pacem in Terris
	Gaudium et Spes
	Populorum Progressio
	Octogesima Adveniens
	Justicia in Mundo
	Documents of Pope John Paul II
	Documents of Pope Benedict XVI
	Documents of Pope Francis
	Documents of United States Bishops



	Notable Quotations
	Tools and Resources



	Social Justice Education



	Evergreen Residence
	Family Service Center
	Giving Basket
	Glenwood Residence
	Glenwood Residence Forms
	Hennepin Shelter Hotline
	Higher Ground Minneapolis
	Higher Ground St. Paul
	Homepage
	Hope Street
	Keep Neighbors Warm
	Life takes positive turn for client, staff
	Love, community brought Melvin home
	Mary F. Frey Opportunity Center Calendar
	Medical Respite helped Charles recover
	NCDC Video
	Northside Child Development Center
	Opportunities for Parishes and Faith Communities
	Our Organization
	please contribute today
	please donate today
	Please Give Today
	Privacy Policy
	Response to Executive Order on Refugees
	Response to U.S Supreme Court Ruling on Revised Travel Ban
	Saint Paul Opportunity Center
	Saint Paul Opportunity Center and Dorothy Day Residence
	Search
	Site Map
	St. Anthony Residence
	St. Christopher Place
	St. Joseph’s Home for Children
	St. Paul Opportunity Center – Dorothy Day Residence
	St. Paul Residence
	Stand
	Statement from Catholic Charities Regarding End of 2016 Legislative Session
	Statement Regarding Passage of State Bonding Bill
	Statement Regarding Theft of Public Rental Assistance Funds
	Statement Regarding World Refugee Day
	Support
	The Mary F. Frey Minneapolis Opportunity Center
	U.S. Bank Supports New Vision for Dorothy Day Center
	Volunteer
	What We Do
	Woodland Hills Church
	2023 Social Justice Assembly
	Give to the Max


  

  Catholic Charities Twin Cities

1007 East 14th Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55404


 Contact: 

 
 (612) 204-8500 

 
 
 




			
				Home » Education + Advocacy » Catholic Social Teaching » Major Documents » Rerum Novarum » Rerum Novarum Notable Quotations
				    Labor which is too long and too hard and the belief that pay is inadequate not infrequently give workers cause to strike and become voluntarily idle.This evil, which is frequent and serious, ought to be remedied by public authority, because such interruption of work inflicts damage not only upon employers and upon the workers themselves, but also injures trade and commerce and the general interests of the State...(#56)



				
				Rerum Novarum (On the Condition of Workers)

In protecting the rights of private individuals, however, special consideration must be given to the weak and the poor. For the nation, as it were, of the rich, is guarded by its own defenses and is in less need of governmental protection, whereas the suffering multitude, without the means to protect itself, relies especially on the protection of the State. Wherefore, since wage workers are numbered among the great mass of the needy, the State must include them under its special care and foresight. (#54)



 

Labor which is too long and too hard and the belief that pay is inadequate not infrequently give workers cause to strike and become voluntarily idle.This evil, which is frequent and serious, ought to be remedied by public authority, because such interruption of work inflicts damage not only upon employers and upon the workers themselves, but also injures trade and commerce and the general interests of the State…(#56)



 

The following duties . . . concern rich men and employers: Workers are not to be treated as slaves; justice demands that the dignity of human personality be respected in them, … gainful occupations are not a mark of shame to man, but rather of respect, as they provide him with an honorable means of supporting life.

It is shameful and inhuman, however, to use men as things for gain and to put no more value on them than what they are worth in muscle and energy. (#31)



 

If the question be asked: How ought man to use his possessions? the Church replies without hesitation: “As to this point, man ought not regard external goods as his own, but as common so that, in fact, a person should readily share them when he sees others in need.

No one, certainly, is obliged to assist others out of what is required for his own necessary use or for that of his family, . . . But when the demands of necessity and propriety have been met, it is a duty to give to the poor out of that which remains. (#35-36)



 

When men know they are working on what belongs to them, they work with far greater eagerness and diligence. Nay, in a word, they learn to love the land cultivated by their own hands, whence they look not only for food but for some measure of abundance for themselves and their dependents. (#66)



 

The oppressed workers, above all, ought to be liberated from the savagery of greedy men, who inordinately use human beings as things for gain. Assuredly, neither justice nor humanity can countenance the exaction of so much work that the spirit is dulled from excessive toil and that along with it the body sinks crushed from exhaustion. The working energy of a man, like his entire nature, is circumscribed by definite limits beyond which it cannot go. (#59)



 

Equity therefore commands that public authority show proper concern for the worker so that from what he contributes to the common good he may receive what will enable him, housed, clothed, and secure, to live his life without hardship. Whence, it follows that all those measures ought to be favored which seem in any way capable of benefiting the condition of workers. Such solicitude is so far from injuring anyone, that it is destined rather to benefit all, because it is of absolute interest to the State that those citizens should not be miserable in every respect from whom such necessary goods proceed. (#51)



 

If, therefore, any injury has been done to or threatens either the common good or the interests of individual groups, which injury cannot in any other way be repaired or prevented, it is necessary for public authority to intervene. (#52)



 

It must not be supposed that the Church so concentrates her energies on caring for souls as to overlook things which pertain to mortal and earthly life. (#42)
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