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A Season of Giving
There is something about entering the last three months of the year that 
I always enjoy. Perhaps it’s the crisp cool air, the falling leaves, and time spent 
with family. Or perhaps it is the overwhelming sense of gratitude that is shown 
during this “Season of Giving.” This gratitude goes much deeper than 
Thanksgiving falling during this time. At Catholic Charities, we see an increase in
the number of people who reach out to offer their time serving meals, tutoring, even 
providing hair care in our shelters. 

As you will read in this issue, there are several opportunities for you to join in this “Season 
of Giving” and help our Catholic Charities community. Whether you already gave through 
Give to the Max on November 17, or are joining us for our Spirit of the Season fundraiser on 
December 8, or are celebrating our 30th year at the Mall of America with our Giving Tree on 
December 17-18, there are many ways to help us meet the needs of our clients, shelter guests, 
and residents.

We are so grateful for the many gifts we have received over the years. Your support of our 
community has helped us provide more options for dignified living in the Twin Cities. Thank 
you for your continued advocacy to do what is right for our community. 

Paul Deakins
Vice President, Development

MAKE YOUR YEAR-END GIFT TO CATHOLIC CHARITIES BY DECEMBER 31, 2022.
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JOIN US AT SPIRIT OF THE SEASON! CALL 612.204.8438 OR VISIT CCTWINCITIES.ORG/EVENTSHELP MAKE THE HOLIDAYS BRIGHTER! VISIT CCTWINCITIES.ORG/GIVING-TREE

I grew up in Iowa, Minnesota and Arizona, 
with two sisters and a brother. I got 
married and worked in accounting for 25 
years. After almost 30 years of marriage, 
I got divorced. Divorce can happen to 
anyone—sometimes we’re not as prepared 
as we think. I lost nearly everything. I 
found a job to make ends meet. Then I 
found out I had osteoporosis; my bones are 
fragile, so I am limited.

I decided to move back to Minnesota. I 
have a rescue dog named Princess; she and 
I traveled a lot of distance on Greyhound. A 
bus driver helped me find Higher Ground 
Saint Paul. I ended up in the women’s 
shelter. The people were wonderful. I never 
knew what homelessness was; all of a 

sudden I’m in it. And I am a survivor! I 
learned not to judge people because you 
don’t know their situation. Many have 
had it worse than me.

My case manager helped find an 
apartment at Higher Ground. This 
will be the first Christmas where I feel 
like I have my own place. Growing up, 
Christmas meant lots of gifts, cookies, 
pies, and sledding. This year, I will go to 
the Saint Paul Opportunity Center and  
eat because it’s so good. And spend time 
with Princess. She is my best friend.

This year, I have a lot to be thankful 
for—my own place! I’m happy and I’m 
grateful down to my very soul.

Rhonda’s Personal Reflection

Home for the Holidays No Room at 
the Inn: 
Housing Instability and 
Catholic Social Teaching
Join us for a virtual Advent conversation on 
affordable housing and our call to work for 
housing justice in our community. 

Tuesday, December 13 from 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
on ZOOM. 

We understand the dignity of home at 
Catholic Charities. Over the last year, I have 
seen firsthand how the challenges of providing 
dignified services and much-needed housing are 
only increasing. But it’s not enough to acknowledge this fact; critical 
changes and investments must be made. 

No matter how hard we work, Catholic Charities cannot do this 
work on our own. Supporting our community is a team effort. 
That’s why I am committing to “100 Conversations in 100 Days” 
with leaders in government, business, and faith communities—
as well as Catholic Charities’ staff, clients, donors, and volunteers—
to share our experiences, learn each other’s wisdom, and collaborate 
on immediate and long-term solutions.

If you have an idea for this effort or would like to participate, 
email me at michael.goar@cctwincities.org

Join us at our first-ever Spirit of the Season event to
celebrate the impact of Catholic Charities and invest in 
the future of our community. This new holiday event will 
feature food and drink, entertainment, and opportunities 
to experience the true spirit of Catholic Charities and learn 
more about how we:

H  Honor our elders and ensure they live in dignity
H  Provide life-saving emergency and housing services
H  Work to change the course for the next generation

Wear your favorite cocktail attire and show your support for 
our community! Tickets can be purchased on our website 
or by calling 612-204-8438. We look forward to celebrating 
with you!

Spirit of the Season
Thursday, December 8, 2022
5:30–8:00 p.m.

Quincy Hall
1325 Quincy St. NE
Minneapolis, MN 55413

Schedule of Events
5:30 Cocktail Hour
6:30  Enjoy food and the spirit of 

Catholic Charities
7:30  Short Program and 
 Fund-a-Need

Register to participate at 
cctwincities.org/advent

Conversations in Our 

Community 

with Michael Goar100
100

x

Come celebrate with Catholic Charities!



F   or three decades, members of our 
community have worked together to ensure 
our neighbors have access to essential items 
as they receive supportive services from 
Catholic Charities. Each holiday season, 
the Giving Tree remains a symbol of our 
shared commitment to the common good. 
Please join us as we celebrate this special 
anniversary!

3 easy steps to give:
Step 1:  Select a requested gift from the 
2022 Giving Tree Wish List.
Step 2:  Shop for your selected gift at your 
favorite store, or online.
Step 3:  Drop off your unwrapped gift at one 
of our two participating locations:

Location 1: 
Giving Tree at the 
Mall of America 
Join us for a festive community event where 
the whole family can give back — shop for 
someone in need, participate in a quick 
volunteer activity, and learn more about 
Catholic Charities!
Mall of America, Macy’s Court
December 17 & 18, 2022

Our teams at Dorothy Day Place have been 
working around the clock to support those at 
risk. Unfortunately, we continue to see increased 
challenges emerging. “People are sicker in the wake 
of COVID—they’ve been disconnected from support 
networks and have greater needs,” reported Chris 
Michels, Director of Emergency Services.

This summer brought several additional challenges 
as emergency state and federal funds expired, 
leading to the closure of temporary shelter options. 
All combined, client needs are ramping up as winter 
approaches and the supply of deeply affordable 
housing remains low.

Together with community partners, we are making 
two significant, temporary adjustments at Dorothy 
Day Place to address these challenges:

HIGH-NEEDS SHELTER
The pay-for-stay shelter at Higher Ground Saint Paul 
is being transformed into a 32-bed “high-needs 
shelter.” The second-floor space will offer housing-
focused case management and behavioral health 
staff to ensure homeless elders and those facing 
complex needs receive the professional support 
they need to move to settings like nursing homes 
and permanent housing. 

EXTENDED HOURS 
With the recent closure of emergency day centers 
in Saint Paul, many people do not have a safe, warm 
place to go before overnight shelters open in the 
late evening.  As a result of this current gap, and the 
needs within our community, Saint Paul Opportunity 
Center will extend its current hours and remain 
open daily until 9:00 p.m. beginning December 1. 
It will be staffed by case managers and program 
specialists and provide snacks, transit access, and 
individualized support. 

Public funding through a partnership with the 
Ramsey County Continuum of Care will support these 
temporary changes through April 2023.  “People may 
face negative health and safety consequences—even 
death—if they have no place to go in the cold winter 
months,” added Michels. “We’re ready to provide 
support and meet the challenges.”

The concept of an endowment is often 
found in higher education to provide 
scholarships, research, or awards. At 
Catholic Charities, we don’t offer many 
scholarships, but what we do provide 
is hope for shelter guests, residents, 
and families that receive 

services from us. Rather than being put 
to use right away, endowment funds 
are invested, and the earnings (up to 5 
percent) are made available for use each 
year. The power of the endowment is 
growth. Hopefully, the returns are greater 
than the amount distributed and that 
‘extra’ is continuously added to the overall 
endowment. In short, endowment gifts 
continue to support our programs forever.

Jean and Larry LeJeune were longtime 
donors to Catholic Charities. In addition 
to the 15 years that Jean had been a 
faithful volunteer at St. Joseph’s Home 
for Children, they also made consistent 
gifts to St. Joe’s to ensure that services 
were provided to the children who called 
St. Joe’s home. Sadly, both Jean and 
Larry passed away last year, but they left 

a significant gift to Catholic Charities 
through their estate plan. This gift will 
be used to establish an endowment in 
their name and provide annual gifts to 
our programs benefitting children and 
families.  Although they may be gone, 
their legacy continues to provide annual 
support for programs they cared about 
most. Catholic Charities is humbled by 
their selfless generosity.  

Connecting 
with Faith 
Communities
Throughout Catholic Charities’ 
history, parishes and faith 
communities have been an 
essential part of our network of support. 
If your community is curious about our work, we would love to 
engage! From guest speakers to volunteerism, there are plenty 
of ways to get connected to our mission. Our volunteer team 
would be happy to set up recurring service opportunities for a 
confirmation class, or a family-friendly donation drive. Keeping 
in mind the “two feet of loving service,” charity and justice, any 
volunteer shift can be paired with education, either on-site or 
locally at a later date. We have various levels of Catholic Social 
Teaching curriculum from youth faith formation workshops 
to adult community discussions. We also offer interactive 
workshops on homelessness, poverty, and racism. 

To discover opportunities for your community, contact 
Michael.Rios@cctwincities.org 

News & 
Updates in 
Your Inbox
During this Season of Giving— 
and all year long—we share 
stories of impact that our 
supporters make possible. 
If you’d like the latest updates 
from Catholic Charities, please
sign up for our monthly 
e-newsletter here: 

cctwincities.org/subscribe

GIVE TODAY AT CCTWINCITIES.ORG/DONATE
OR CALL 612-204-8374

CREATING OPPORTUNITIES FOR PEOPLE TO THRIVE.VISIT CCTWINCITIES.ORG/GIVINGTREE FOR A COMPLETE WISHLIST!

GET INVOLVED BY HELPING THOSE MOST IN NEED. LEARN MORE AT CCTWINCITIES.ORG/VOLUNTEERCONSIDERING AN ESTATE GIFT? VISIT CCTWINCITIES.GIFTLEGACY.COM

Changes at Dorothy Day Place support those in need

A gift that keeps on giving

The Giving Tree   
                Celebrating 30 years!
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   Like Catholic Charities, 
Ecolab has deep roots in 

Saint Paul. Since its inception as the 
leading manufacturer of dishwashing 
detergent in the 1920s, both organizations 
have adopted similar philosophies of 
“doing well by doing good.” Despite 
its worldwide growth, many in the 
organization still find it important to give 
back to their Saint Paul community.
“A small Ecolab team first decorated 
the old Dorothy Day Center in 2009,” 

remembers Keith 
Watton, Ecolab 
Sales Development 
Coordinator. With 

a Christmas tree and 
ornaments from home, six 
volunteers made do with 
what they had. As years 
passed and word spread, 

more Ecolab associates felt 
called to join the joyful holiday tradition 

of decorating Dorothy Day, now Higher 
Ground Saint Paul. “Just prior to the 
pandemic, our little event had grown to 
10+ trees, hundreds of yards of garland, 
wreaths and boxes of decorations hanging 
across the Dorothy Day Place 
campus. We offered cookies and 
cocoa to all residents and guests 
and even provided live music. 
Of course, we can’t forget 
Santa Claus, always there to 
spread joy, too!”

After a difficult few years of safety 
precautions to keep everyone safe, many 
Ecolab volunteers are back to their old 
ways. “While we did see some associates 
continue to volunteer throughout the 
pandemic, we know many others have 
been anxious to get back to volunteering 
in their communities,” said Shannon 
Toren, Ecolab Global Community 
Relations Director of Volunteerism.

This year, Catholic Charities will welcome back 
Ecolab volunteers to our Saint Paul locations on 
Monday, December 5!

F

Location 2: Catholic Charities Distribution Center
341 Chester Street, Saint Paul, MN 55107
Monday – Friday  (9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.)

Can’t make it in-person? Scan the QR code or visit 
cctwincities.org/givingtree to see our current Wish List. Ship 
your online purchases directly to the Distribution Center!

If you wish to learn more about 
creating a legacy through giving, contact 

Tricia Morrill at 612-756-2063 or  
tricia.morrill@cctwincities.org.
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